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an attempt to make us express our crude notions 
of things in corrupt, modernized, and very limited 
Latin ? 

Teachers, and especially teachers of languages and 
literatures, need to keep before their own minds as 
well as the minds of their pupils the fact that 
the end of school training is not so much to enable 
the young people to make a living as to live a life. 
Aristotle's definition of an education is still good, 
though he lived in ancient Greece. With some of us 
the memory of great teachers still lingers, and daily 
we return thanks that our school days came before 
the era of the over-practical. 

Caroline Sheldon. 
Grinnell College, Grinnell, Iowa. 



PROFESSOR GRANDGENT ON THE DIRECT 
METHOD' 

Although you are doubtless familiar with it, I am 
sending you a copy of the old Report of the Com- 
mittee of Twelve. I wrote the part descriptive of 
methods, and have seen no reason to change my 
opinions since then. What is now called the Direct 
Method is a modification of the Phonetic Method: 
less strict attention is given to pronunciation, and 
phonetic texts are not always used. In this country 
I cannot see that the Direct Method itself has gained 
any ground in the last fifteen years, although the 
talk about it has had a quickening effect on the 
eclectic methods generally employed. I am, indeed, 
inclined to think that the proportion of teachers 
trying to use the foreign tongue exclusively is 
smaller now than it was then. In England, on the 
other hand, and in Germany, the Direct Method, with 
a strict phonological basis, has been making great 
headway. In France the Direct Method, without 
much scientific training in pronunciation, was for 
some years imposed on all foreign language teachers 
in the public schools; but a couple of years ago, in 
answer to much protest, the rule was considerably 
modified, so as to allow the use of the vernacular 
when desirable. It must be remembered that in 
Europe the commercial value of foreign languages 
is so great as to overshadow all others ; whereas 
in the United States, except for Spanish, it is virtu- 
ally nil. We study French and German here for the 
same reasons for which we study Latin — or, if we 
don't, we have no business to study them at all. 
If they fail to train the judgment, broaden the out- 
look, and stimulate the aesthetic sense, they deserve 



^ This letter and the one by Professor Thomas, printed 
below, were written in October last, and are published with 
the consent of the authors. In the issue of December 7 
will be published extracts from the Report of the Com- 
mittee on Modern Languages (Chapter XXVI of The Re- 
port of the Commissioner of Education for 1897-1S98; 
published separately by D. C. Heath and Co.), from pub- 
lished writings of Professor Thomas, and from a paper by 
Professor E. H. Babbitt, Common Sense in Teaching 
Modern Languages. These all have bearing in many ways 
on the tcaciiing of the Classics. C. K. 



no place in our curriculum. And Latin must forfeit 

all its claims, the moment it ceases to be a severe 

discipline. 

Harvard University. C. H. GrANDGENT. 



PROFESSOR THOMAS ON THE DIRECT METHOD 

I really don't know to what extent the so-called 
Direct Method is used in the teaching of German, 
and I haven't time to collect statistics for you. To 
my mind the whole controversy lacks actuality, as 
the French say. 

There are four different aptitudes that must more 
or less be kept in mind in the teaching of the 
language: (i) the ability to read and understand, 
(2) the ability to hear and understand, (3) the 
ability to write, (4) the ability to talk. The Direct 
Method zealots think that No. 4 is the most im- 
portant — in fact the only one that counts. I don't 
agree with them. I think No. i is worth most for 
the vast majority of those who take up the study. 

But, however it may be with this matter of values, 
you simply can not teach pupils to speak a language 
— in any proper and reasonable sense of that phrase 
— by means of instruction given in classes of con- 
siderable size. No one would expect to learn piano- 
playing, or type- writing, or telegraphing, in that way; 
and yet talking is a technic involving far more 
practice than any of these. What results from the 
efl'ort to teach pupils to talk is so lame and useless 
that it isn't worth while to make that the chief end 
of the instruction. 
Columbia University. Calvin ThomAS. 



REVIEWS 

Cicero: Ten Orations and Selected Letters. Edited 
by J. Remsen Bishop, Frederick Alwin King, and 
Nathan Wilbur Helm. New York : The Ameri- 
can Book Company (1912). 594 pages. $1.25. 
As an example of book-making this school edition 
of Cicero is admirable. The cover is attractive, the 
binding strong. The type is so large and clear that 
eye strain is reduced to a minimum. Net only is 
the text printed in a type that is restful to the eye, 
but the same exquisite care is given to every me- 
chanical and artistic detail, as, for example, to the 
paragraphs and the headings, to the maps and the 
illustrations which are scattered with lavish gener- 
osity from cover to cover. 

In taking up a new school edition of Cicero, one 
asks why the editors have ventured to add another 
to the large number of really excellent editions 
already available. If we turn to the Preface of this 
book, we shall find an answer to our query, in a 
sweeping criticism of all the editorial v/ork along 
this line, both in this country and abroad, during the 
last forty years. We read: "The numerous Amen- 
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can and foreign editions of selections from Cicero's 
orations have undoubtedly been very useful . . . but 
they have all fallen short of the ideal text-book as 
a means for the preparation of assigned lessons". 

We must, without doubt, admit the allegation, that 
the ideal edition of selections from Cicero for sec- 
ondary schools has not, or shall we say had not 
previously, appeared. But the reviewer, during a 
long experience in teaching Cicero to High School 
students, can recall more than one edition, which, 
though perhaps not ideal (he had scarcely dared 
hope to see the ideal in his day!), was skilfully 
adapted to the needs of High School boys and 
girls. But why should we constitute ourselves 
champions of the editors, so many of whose books 
have well served their purpose during the last forty 
years? Whatever the merits or the demerits of 
former editions, we have before us now an excellent 
book. We have the editors' aim expressed in their 
own words: "To let the author, after a complete 
but moderate introduction, interpret himself through 
suggestions of his real meaning, given in adequate 
English, has seemed to the editors of this edition the 
proper principle upon which to make a text-book of 
a Latin author for American schools". The re- 
viewer is inclined to think that the editors, even if 
they have not produced the ideal text-book, have 
been more than ordinarily successful in their en- 
deavors. 

This edition contains a generous amount of text. 
In these days when the teacher has some choice in 
the matter of the text his classes may read, the 
rich store of material gathered here will be gladly 
welcomed. The very narrow range of Latin read- 
ing which has, in the past, been prescribed for 
Secondary Schools is responsible, in no small meas- 
ure, for the narrow, pedantic scholarship and lack 
of freshness and enthusiasm on the part of Sec- 
ondary School teachers. Besides the De Imperio 
Pompei, the four orations In Catilinam and the 
Archias, we have Pro Murena, Pro T. Annio Milone, 
Pro Marcello, Pro Ligario and Selections from 
Cicero's Letters. 

The Introduction consists of some forty-two 
pages. The sketch of Cicero's career is written in 
an interesting and crisp style. Among other topics 
adequately treated are The Roman Body Politic, 
Roman Religious Officials, The Roman Forum, The 
Oration in the Time of Cicero. A select Bibli- 
ography follows. Everywhere the editors have 
sought to follow the golden mean. In most in- 
stances, they seem to have succeeded. 

The vocabulary, compiled especially for this book, 
from the point of view of the pupil, is admirable. 
It is not overloaded with a wealth of collateral 
matter, valuable, to be sure, but confusing and dis- 
couraging to the beginner. 

But, after all, the real test of an editor's skill and 
scholarship, and more particularly of his fitness to 
edit a Latin text-book for young pupils, is found 



in the notes. Good judgment here, and sympathetic 
appreciation of the difficulties which beset the 
learner in almost every line, will outweigh serious 
faults elsewhere. Without an almost intuitive un- 
derstanding of the workings of the youthful mind, 
the most scholarly editor, even with the best inten- 
tions, will surely fail. 

At first sight it would appear that the notes do 
not give as much help as the average learner will 
require. A more careful inspection will show that 
the editors have, on the whole, displayed excellent 
judgment. Most of the real difficulties have been 
smoothed away. Without making their notes a 
sort of handy encyclopaedia containing bits of use- 
ful information on a great variety of more or less 
closely related topics, the editors have had an eye 
single to their one purpose, to make the text in- 
telligible and interesting. We are glad to miss the 
great array of unnecessary grammar references 
which crowd the pages of too many text-books. 
Some teachers may feel that here the opposite ex- 
treme has been reached. 

The reviewer feels that the translations from 
which the editors took many of the renderings which 
they incorporated into the notes are not always the 
happiest. Here and there, also, appear evidences of 
too great a desire for brevity and compression. The 
note on page 56.16 is as follows: "quid . . . prae- 
scriberetis: i.e. the same conduct as Cicero's. It is 
subjunctive in an indirect question". Of course 
no one fails to see that "It" refers to praescriberetis, 
but such looseness of expression is unfortunate. 
See, also, the note on page 57.26: "qui successerit: 
M'. Acilius Glabrio, consul in 68. It is subjunctive 
because it is a dependent clause in indirect discourse. 
Huic is dative after it". A Httle puzzling, on the 
part of the reader, helps to the right understanding 
of the its. There are other inaccuracies and in- 
elegancies of expression in the notes, which, while 
not seriously lessening the usefulness of the book, 
are a bit annoying and should have been avoided. 
However, all who have labored over books of their 
own will be inclined to be charitable in their judg- 
ment of such matters. 

Messrs. Bishop, King and Helm, like their prede- 
cessors, during the last forty years, may have failed 
to produce the "ideal school Cicero", but their book 
is a welcome contribution to the cause of Latin 
study in our Secondary Schools. 

Walter Eugene Foster. 
Stuyvesant High School, New York City. 



Harvard Essays on Classical Subjects. Edited by 
Herbert Weir Smyth. Boston and New York: 
Houghton Mifflin Company (1912). Pp. xii-j- 
284. $2.25. 

Originality in Roman art, humanitarianism and 
humanism, pragmatism, asceticism, conceptions of 
immortality — these are indeed large themes, and the 
classical faculty of Harvard University seems to 



